
Welcome to Update #170!  April 29, 2008  
  
After eight weeks on the road with only about three days home between meetings, we came home tired 
but happy.  :-) 

    
It is GREAT to be back with the family and continuing our furlough ministries around America.  We were 
able to enjoy some time with the family this past weekend, and a belated birthday party for Debbie's mom. 

    
Not that we dislike travels or anything.  :-)  Debbie returned from Japan on March 25, and then she flew to 
Denver where she met me (I was flying from Nevada) to fly to Alaska, where we had our next meeting. 

    
Alaska is GREAT.  So beautiful, and so many fabulous mountains and amazing scenery. 



 
We arrived in Anchorage at night and spent the first night there.  April 5 we woke up to a fresh blanket of 
snow on the ground in Anchorage, making the drive to Soldotna Baptist Church foggy and limited 

visibility.   
But once we got there, it was beautiful!  Monday following our time at the church we were invited to dine 
with three different families in the church for breakfast, lunch, and supper, and had a blast all day.  Lots of 
kids in the wonderful families up north!  :-) 



   
We so enjoyed renewing acquaintances and making new friends in Soldotna.  And all too soon it was 
time to head back to Anchorage for a night flight out.  The fog had lifted, and we were once again amazed 
at the beauty of Alaska on the trip back. 

       
We stopped by a little log cabin restaurant for a bite of lunch on the way to Anchorage, and although 
there are moose everywhere in Alaska (including on the streets of downtown Anchorage sometimes), we 
only saw one near the airport on our way out this time. 

       
Being a missionary is great for MANY reasons, not the least of which is the enjoyment of God's amazing 
creation around the world.  :-) 
  
It was also great to get to spend some time with my sister, Liz, and her family again.  It was the second 
time I was able to visit her in Las Vegas this furlough, after not being sure we would get to see her at all, 
so I was thankful.  (With three brothers and three sisters all in different locations of the world, getting to 
see them is a rare treat sometimes...of course, with Tim and Megumi being in Japan, it is easier to see 
them, and we are certainly thankful for that, too.) 



 
  
Now that we are back from our LONG distance travels, we are looking forward to visiting the remainder of 
our supporting churches over the next seven weeks, and then to being at our home church on June 22nd, 
the last Sunday before our scheduled departure and return trip to Japan.  Meanwhile, we are enjoying 
some time with the family here. 

 
On Saturday we spent the day with the family just hanging out and doing stuff (mostly shopping...since 
we have more girls than guys), but along the way had a little picnic near a wooded creek area in 
Chambersburg and saw a number of newborn ducklings...the little yellow duckling looked just like a 
rubber duckling. 


