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Why We All Need the ABCs 

 Describe how the world in general looks at religion: anti-intellectual, anti-authority society, existential 

όōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ŜƳǇƛǊƛŎŀƭύΣ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨǿŀǊƳ ŦǳȊȊȅΩ ŦŜŜƭ ƎƻƻŘΣ ǎŜƭŦ-centered mentality 

that is so characteristic of the New Age movement  

What is the consequence to such a view towards religion: the terms doctrine or theology are not very 

ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŎƛǊŎƭŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŘŜƴƛƎǊŀǘŜŘ ƻǊ ōŜƭƛǘǘƭŜŘΦ ά²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ 

theological or doctrinal stuff. We just need tƻ ƪƴƻǿ WŜǎǳǎΦέ hǊΣ ά²ŜƭƭΣ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ 

ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ōŜΦ L Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƻǾŜ WŜǎǳǎΦέ  

What is Biblical theology: Doctrine is simply another name for teaching and theology ƳŜŀƴǎ άǘƘŜ 

ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ hŦǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ theology is used in a general way to refer to other areas of study 

ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ .ƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ 

knowledge of God, of man, salvation, sanctification, the church, or life and life abundantly. 

What does Jesus say about Biblical theology: 

John 8:32 - WŜǎǳǎ IƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ŦǊŜŜέ όWƻƘƴ уΥонύΣ  

John 17:17 - and when praying His great high-ǇǊƛŜǎǘƭȅ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ IŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά{ŀƴŎǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜƳ 

through Your truth, Your WoǊŘ ƛǎ ǘǊǳǘƘέ όWƻƘƴ мтΥмтύΦ  

1 Timothy 3:16-17 - Besides being an attitude of ignorance, such an attitude toward doctrine and 

ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ƛƎƴƻǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘŀǘƛǾŜ ²ƻǊŘΦ Lǘ ǘǊŜŀǘǎ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ŀǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀ ƭƻǘ 

of superfluous and outdated informationτǎǘǳŦŦ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŜƭŜǾŀǘŜǎ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ŀōƻǾŜ 

DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΦ 

Isaiah 55:6-11 - Seek the LORD while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is near. 7 Let the wicked 

forsake his way, And the unrighteous man his thoughts; And let him return to the LORD, And He will have 

ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ƘƛƳΤ !ƴŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ DƻŘΣ CƻǊ IŜ ǿƛƭƭ  ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘƭȅ ǇŀǊŘƻƴΦ  у άCƻǊ aȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ȅƻǳǊ 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΣ bŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŀȅǎ aȅ ǿŀȅǎΣέ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ LORDΦ  ф άCƻǊ as the heavens are higher than the 

ŜŀǊǘƘΣ {ƻ ŀǊŜ aȅ ǿŀȅǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŀȅǎΣ !ƴŘ aȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ǘƘŀƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΦ  мл άCƻǊ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƛƴ 

and the snow come down from heaven, And do not return there without watering the earth, And 

making it bear and sprout, And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; 11 So shall My word 

be which goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing what I 

desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it. 

There is only one way to ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƴŎǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 

and the life God gives us in Him. We can only experience this, however, as we listen to the teachings 

(doctrines) of the Bible, which is our index for faith and practice. 

Through his false teachers, who often appear as angels or messengers of light (actually messengers of 

darkness, cf. 2 Cor. 11:13-15; Jam. 3:5; 1 Tim. 4:1), Satan not only denies Christ as the sole answer but 

offers many other roads and substitutes to life, but they are all false and lead to destruction. 
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What does Matthew 7:13-14 teach us:  WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά9ƴǘŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ƎŀǘŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘŜ ƛǎ 

wide and the way is spacious that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. But 

the gate is ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŦŜǿ ǿƘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘΦέ 

What do we learn about God and our salvation: 

John 14:6 - who is both gate and way  

John 6:44 - also causes men to find the portal  

The Lord goes on to warn against the many false teachers who would arise to lead people through the 

wrong gate and down the path of destruction. 

Describe the false teachers: 

Matthew 7:15-20:  ά²ŀǘŎƘ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƭǎŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎΣ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǎƘŜŜǇΩǎ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ƛƴǿŀǊŘƭȅ ŀǊŜ 

voracious wolves. 7Υмс ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜƳ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǊǳƛǘΦ tŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ƎǊŀǇŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƻǊƴǎ ƻǊ 

figs from thistles, do they? 7:17 In the same way, every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree 

bears bad fruit. 7:18 A good tree is not able to bear bad fruit, nor a bad tree to bear good fruit. 7:19 

Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 7:20 So then, you will 

recognize them by their fruit (NET Bible). 

Deut 13:1 -  

Acts 20:29 -  

I Jn 4:1 -  

Rev 13:11-14 -  

I Cor 14:37 -  

Deut 13:1-5 -  

DƻŘΩǎ Iƻƭȅ ²ƻǊŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ǎǳŎƘ ŦŀƭǎŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

Scripture. This is a very strong thrust of the Bible, especially, the New Testament. 

Ephesians 4:11-14 - It was he who gave some as apostles, some as prophets, some as evangelists, and 

some to be pastors and teachers, 4:12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, that is, to build up 

the body of Christ, 4:13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 

Godτŀ ƳŀǘǳǊŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ ŀǘǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎǘŀǘǳǊŜΦ пΥмп The purpose of this is to 

no longer be children, tossed back and forth by waves and carried about by every wind of teaching by 

the trickery of people who with craftiness carry out their deceitful schemes (NET Bible, emphasis 

mine). 

Colossians 2:1-5 - For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you, and for those in Laodicea, 

and for as many as have not met me face to face. 2:2 My goal is that their hearts, having been knit 
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together in love, may be encouraged, and that they may have all the riches of full assurance in their 

understanding of the knowledge of the mystery of God, namely, Christ, 2:3 in whom are hidden all the 

treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 2:4 I say this so that no one will deceive you through arguments 

that sound reasonable. 2:5 For though I am absent from you in body, I am present with you in spirit, 

rejoicing to see the order and the firmness of your faith in Christ. (emphasis mine) 

2 Pet. 2:1-3 - But false prophets arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. 

These false teachers will infiltrate your midst with destructive heresies, even to the point of denying the 

Master who bought them. As a result, they will bring swift destruction on themselves. 2:2 And many will 

follow their debauched lifestyles. Because of these false teachers, the way of truth will be slandered. 2:3 

And in their greed they will exploit you with deceptive words. Their condemnation pronounced long ago 

is not sitting idly by; their destruction is not asleep (NET Bible). 


