The Assured Life Intro

Introduction to the Truth of Assurance

A Definition

1. Name some areas in our life that we seek assurance:

2. What is assurance;

3. Name some synonyms for assurance:

4. New Testament view on assurance:

5. What does Paul say about false teachers and their influence to undermine assurance:
Colossians 2:1-5
v.1¢

V. 2-3¢

v.4-5¢

6. Galatians 1:20 what is the basis for assurance:

7. What are two types of evidence to truth:

8. Objectives
Our Objectives
1. To give personal assurance concerning what the gospel message is.
2.To give personal assurance concerning the results of personally believing in Jesus Christ.
3. To cover biblical promises essential to gaining assurance of what believers t@wist.
4To provide ability to deal with any doubts regarding Godbd
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Without a doubt, everyone needs, wants, and seeks assurance in all realnds iof dif&ters of(1)human relationships,
finances, job securityetirement, government, and especially in our beliefs about God, man, salvation, and spiauility
described for us in the New Testament. In his thought provoking bhdokCondemnation, a New Theology of Assurance
Michael Eaton writes about thé@sence of assurance in Asahel Nettleton. Nettleton was a powerful evangelical preacher in 19th
century America who said of himself, AThe most thaayget have v
t o heldlew pages late in describing his quest for an encouraging theology, Eaton wrote:

On one occasion the mistake of a British Museum librarian meant that instead of the words of Tobias Crisp |
found myself reading about the dedihd experiences of 17th century Puritdnwas shattered to discover
that their assurance of salvation at such a time was not what | would have expected. Then | came across the
remark of Asahel Nettleton, quoted above, which expressed the very essence of everything | felt was wrong
with the apprach t o grace that | had grown up with.é Surely,
assurance in the New Testament than thaté
(2)But what is assurance? Basically, assurance is freedom from doubt; a sense of certainty that something is trug, will oc

or that all is okay(3)Synonyms for assuran@®nsist of words likeertainty, certitude conviction All these nouns ultimately
mean freedom from doubt.

(4Assurance is not a foreign concept of etlehadl Isrhethmasslredsft a ment .
t his: God has made this Jesus, wh o m vy o assucedisutheiGfeelgsfalw™ bot h Lor
Asur e, certain, secure. o It is wused of the 623%Makelpg44).l6f guard
comes from a verbaéfalivzw) whi ch means Ato guard. o6 From that it devel ope:
fassurance. 0

The noun form of this wordjjsfavlieia, means, dependi ng on tohcek ecdoon t(eAxctt,s #5f:i2r3mn,e
securityo (1 Thess. 5:3), or fdAcertainty, truth, o (Luke 1:4).

Writing to Theophilus in the first of his tweolume treatise on the person and work of Jesus Christ, Luke wrote,

Luke 1:34. Inasmuch as many have undertaken topilenan account of the things accomplished among us,

2 just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word have handed them down

to us, 3 it seemed fitting for me as wlkdalphysidmavi ng i nvest
or even a |l awyer in search of evidencicauforgouimr yt hi ng car e
consecutive order, most excellent Theophilus; 4 so that you might know the exact truth (i.e., the certainty,

have assurancegjfavleia]) about the things you have been taught.

From the meaning and use of the Greek vajstavleia , we can clearly see some of the issues involved with the concept of
assurance. We want and need a sense of certainty, based on the evidence of Sagigtdireg the truth because such a sense of
certainty or assurance also gives a sense of security.

(5)Furthermore, this is something which God wants us to have and which church leaders, using the truth of God in Christ as
revealed in the Bible, ought teliligent to provide through the study of the Word. With this in mind, note what Paul wrote to
the church at Colosse when they were facing false teaching (Cél).2fhese false teachings were on the verge of undermining
the assurance of the Colossiaiévers with regard to what they had believed about the person and work of the Savior. Note the
devel opment of Paul s argument here:

1. Verse 1 expresses Paul 6s concern and effort expended on

haveon your behalf, and for those who are at Laodicea, and
2. Verses 23 express his first and fundamental purg@ose give the full assurance which comes from understanding what
is theirs through Christ: ithat their he attainingtoralatPe be enco
wealth that comefromthe full assurance of understandingesultingi n a tr ue knowl etdagi@ of Godods:s
ChristHimself in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom :
3. Verses 45 express his second purpose, which is also the result ofshe fr He says Al say this in
delude you with persuasive argument. For even though | am absent in body, nevertheless | am with you in spirit,
rejoicing to see your good discipline and the stability
(6)InGalat ans 1: 20, to assure his readers of the truth of what
what | am writing you is no lieo (NIV). Literally, ibehol do

historical evidencand calling God as his witness as well. The fact is people need and should have assurance, but it should, of
course, be based on credible evidence that what they are asked to believe or have believed is the truth.

! Michael EatonNo Condemnatin, A New Theology of AssurahtterVaristy Press, Downers Grove, 1995, p. 3.
2 Eaton, p. 8.
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(7)Two Types of Evidence
1. Scientific, that which can be repeated in a laboratory or under scientific controls.

2. The legathistorical, that which is based on showing something is beyond a reasonable doubt baistduotwritten
testimony anaxhibitsor other forms of evidence like a gumbullet, archaeological findings, manuscripts, etc.

Someti mes people try to argue against the Bible or Christ
with the implication that believing in the Bible and in Christ is thereforeliable and unbelievable. Such a claim is false.

Hi storical events and issues cannot be proven by tshe scien
not true that this makes the claims of the Bible and its testimony to Jesasfa@lee. Why? Because the scientific approach is
totally inadequate to prove things about a person or an event in history. It cannot prove whether or not George Wagington li
or if John Kennedy was assassinated or if Jesus Christ lived, died, arfdorogbe dead. However, there are other forms of
evidence that can be brought forth that are used every day in courts all over this country to give evidence beyondl@ reasonab
doubt that certain things either happened or did not happen, or are truaaygmthey cannot be repeated.

Thus, the Savior said, AYou shall know the truth and the t
hopeorfeeli t 6s true. Through the resurrecti on caedilde evdence fordghe her i nf
genuiness of the c¢claims of the Bible as being Godds Word and

Acts 17:3031 Therefore, although God has overlooked such times of ignorance, he now commands all
people everywhere to reperttecause he has set a day on which he is going to judge the world in
righteousness, by a man whom he designaiading provided proof to all by raising him from the dead
(emphasis mine).

With this in mind, compare Romans 4:23 and note the element afmi assurance that Abraham had. God wants us to
have assurance and to know the peace that comes from assurance, but we must be sure that our assurance is basefl on the truth
Scripture or our assurance will be empty.

New Christians, and even many oldefideers for that matter, need assurance concerning the very message of the gospel
they have believed and of the new life they have in Christ as believers. With the many winds of strange doctrine blewing acro
the landscape, people are often assailedliiyrals of doubts and fears about their decision to trust in Christ.

Is what | believedeally the gospel? Just what does my decision to believe in Jesus Christ mean in my life? What are the
ramifications and consequences? Can salvation be lost? tfirhitchis sin or that sin, does it mean | was never saved? Some
evangelists or preachers give the impression that once you accept Christ all your problems will be over, when in reldity a wh
new set of problems begin with hostile forces on the attagk. TIChr i sti an has moved from Satands
Christ, which Satan hates. This also -8ends to unsettle a per

(8) Our Objectives
To give personal assurance concerning what the gospel message is.
To give personal assurance concerning the results of personally believing in Jesus Christ.
To cover biblical promises essential to gaining assurance of what believers have in Christ.
To provide ability to deal with aoffedoubts regarding God

P wDdPR

Areas of Assurance

Assurance deals with the confident realization of what the Christian has in Christ and who he or she is in Christalt covers
number of aspects of the salvation God gives to those who trust in Jesus Christ. For our pbgsesiessbns on assurance will
consider the following areas:

1. Assurance Regarding the Gospét what | believe the true gospel?

Assurance of SalvatiénOn what do | base my assurance?

Assurance of Eternal Secuidtyls there some sin that can cause me torogsalvation?

Assurance of GoddVilsGodreallylcare fd me?v i si on

Assurance of Go 8 élavd®Ideawitmsnysimproblem? Si n

Assurance of 8Gadod6s Goudanoe Godbdbs guidance in the many d
Assurancef Eternal Rewards Since my salvation is secure, are there no ramifications if | fail to walk with the Lord?

No ok
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